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.PPT 1  …
It’s good to be here with you this morning.  Worshiping Jesus Christ, coming to Him in surrender and giving over to Him all the things in our lives that are weighing us down, and messing us up.  And then receiving back from Jesus Christ what we need:  His perspective, His plan, His leading, His focus, and His character.  This is the GREAT EXCHANGE, in which we surrender to God all the junk of our life, all the sins we’ve committed that cause us to miss the mark, and live short of His best, and where we then receive back from God, forgiveness, a new beginning, and peace.

How awesome to have the opportunity to seek out, and to find, the God of the universe who loves us the way we are, but Who loves us enough to not want to let us stay that way … the LORD of all creation Who will never stop loving us, and Who will never turn His back on us!  I’m reminded of the worship song by Tommy Walker called “How Could I But Love You?” 

.PPT 2  …
How could I but love You, my Savior and my God?  How could I but love

You, when on the cross You were the servant of all?

How could I but follow You, when all Your ways lead to freedom and life?

How could I but love You, my Savior and my God?

How could I but love You?  How could I but serve You?

How could I but follow You, my God?

How could I but love You, my Comforter, my strength?  How could I but serve You, when in this life You've been so faithful and true?

How could I but follow You, when someday soon You'll open heaven for me?

How could I but love You, my Savior and my God?

I’ve sure you’ve noticed that so many things in life and in faith hang in balance with other, opposite things.  Love and power.  Grace and CONTROL.  Prayer and anxiety.  Humility and Pride.  Peace and Fear.  And with all these examples and more, it’s always about what’s hanging on either side of the scales, and about the tipping point.  Because when there’s more of one of these things on one side of the scale, there has to, by the immutable laws of life and faith, there has to be less of the other things on the other side of the scales.

.PPT 3 …
Love and power
Grace and CONTROL
Prayer and anxiety

Susan Boyle and britney spears

Humility and Pride
Peace and Fear
And it’s this last pairing … of Peace and Fear … that God’s Word, in JOHN 20:19-21 offers us some instruction, wisdom, and balance about this morning.  Because as we all know in our knowers, fear is what locks us down and paralyzes us … but peace is what takes off the shackles and sets us free.  You know what I’m talking about.

Think about a time in your life when you were fearful, and be reminded of the fact that it was easier to stay frozen in the situation than to make any other choice, even the wrong choice.  And if you can relate to this, then you know that if you finally made a choice that was rooted in fear, that it almost certainly turned out to be the wrong choice.  Why was that?  Because fear confuses us, and takes God’s best out of focus, while at the same time making the wrong choice look like the right choice.

When you and I are locked down by fear, it’s almost impossible to hear God's voice of instruction, and God's invitation to forgiveness.  For all intents and purposes, making the choice to live in, and remain in fear, makes us deaf to God and to God’s love.

.PPT 4 … FIRST JOHN 4:16, 18 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)
16, 18 God is love … Where God’s love is, there is no fear, because God’s perfect love drives out fear.  It is punishment that makes a person fear, so love is not made perfect in the person who fears.

The Apostle Paul, writing to a young pastor-teacher named Timothy, who was pastoring the Christians in the city of Ephesus … which is on the far Eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea … in what is now modern-day Turkey … put it this way …

.PPT 5 … SECOND TIMOTHY 1:7 (THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE)
7 God did not give us a spirit of timidity (cowardice, cringing fear), but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm, and of a well-balanced mind, discipline, and self-control.

So God has given us a spirit of love, not a spirit of fear.  God wants us first and foremost to connect intimately with Him.  And then out of that place of intimate relationship and love … out of that place of dependent trust on Him, God’s perfect love begins to drive fear out of our lives, and then we can begin being equipped to relate to God and to one another with the proper boundaries and levels of intimacy. 

But the problem is that because so many of us haven’t become secure in an intimate relationship with God that’s rooted in peace, we fear intimacy not only with God, but with other people, and we end up looking for the freedom and the peace that we long for at the core of our being, in all the wrong places.  And, of course, this just results in more fear, more paralysis, and more estrangement from God’s real plans for what mature, holy relationships with and with other people can be like.

And here’s the kind of thinking that plows through our mind at 100 MPH when we’re trapped by this spirit of fear, and disconnected with the honesty and the freedom that comes from knowing God’s love and the peace of mind that comes from it.  Here’s what we end up saying to God, to other people, and to ourselves …

.PPT 6 …
“If you really knew me … the real me … the hidden me … the secret me … the me I keep covered up and stuffed down … you wouldn’t like me.  If I shared the deepest, darkest parts of me … if I shared my fears, and even my dreams, you’d laugh at me, you’d label me, and you’d reject me.”

And this kind of thinking and self-talk scares us.  Because there isn’t one of us here this morning that hasn’t been betrayed by someone … who hasn’t known the sting of someone who gave us their word, and then broke their word.  Trust was broken.  A vow was put aside.  A covenant was turned back on.  And gang, entering into a surrendered, maturing relationship with God through Jesus Christ is the only way the scales can be tipped toward Love, Grace, Prayer, HumilitY, and Peace.

.PPT 7 …
Love and power
Grace and CONTROL
Prayer and anxiety
Humility and Pride 

Peace and Fear
Oh God, tip the scales of our hearts, our minds, our imaginations, our hopes, and our dreams … trip the scales of our words, our thoughts, our actions, and our priorities with Your presence, Your voice, and Your healing.  And reveal to us this morning the kind of life you have waiting for us if we’ll only reach out and take it.

ILLUSTRATION … CRIS ROBERTS (NWYM NEWSLETTER JUNE 2009)

Which brings us to our first FAITH LESSON this morning …

.PPT 8 … FAITH LESSON …

forgiveness offered (to God, to ourselves, and to others) and forgiveness accepted (from God, from ourselves, and from others), are the keys that unlock the house of fear, and allow us to put our roots down into a life that is lived in the house of peace.

And it’s the realities of this part of THE GREAT EXCHANGE that we’re going to look into this morning as we spend time together in JOHN 20:19-21.

Throughout the four Gospels (MATTHEW; MARK; LUKE; and JOHN) we’re told that Jesus made five different appearances on the day of His resurrection.  And The Gospel of John tells us about two of these five appearances; FIRST, to Mary Magdalene (vv. 1-18), and SECOND to ten of the disciples, Thomas being absent (vv. 19-21).  And in the other three Gospels we read about Jesus appearing to THIRD, the women, FOURTH, to two people on the Emmaus road, and FIFTH, to the Apostle Peter.

.PPT 9 … JOHN 20:19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came [in] and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

And so as we come back into the story of what happened on the first Easter morning after Mary, and some other unnamed women, and then Peter and John went to Jesus’ tomb and found it empty … it was the first day of the week, what we call Sunday.  And the Greek word John uses for evening (opsios) refers to 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

In the past few days the disciples had gone from being on the fringe of Jewish society, but not hated or despised by the masses, to feeling like they needed to go into hiding because their Rabbi had been arrested, beaten, and crucified.  First they thought Jesus’ body was missing.  But now, Mary Magdalene has told them that Jesus is alive.  But because she’s the only eyewitness so far, the disciples’ skepticism remained high, as does their discouragement, panic, and fear.

Just a few days before, in the Upper Room, their faith had been so high.  And Peter had promised Jesus that even if everybody else turned their backs on Him, that he wouldn’t.  But now that the Jews were on the lookout for everybody who’d been associated with Jesus, fear has taken over.  And fear always makes us run away and hide. Remember, back in JOHN 7, it was fear that kept Joseph of Arimathea a secret disciple of Christ, instead of being able to come out into the open.

.PPT 10 … JOHN 7:13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
13 No one was speaking openly of Him [Jesus], for fear of the Jews.

Sounds like not a lot has changed, right?  I mean isn’t this why it’s so easy for you and me to stay closeted followers of Jesus today … quiet about our relationship with Him … not talking about Jesus much with family, friends, co-workers, fellow students, or even our spouse?  We don’t want to “rock the boat” or “be too exposed”.  So do you see how come the words that we read earlier from SECOND TIMOTHY 1:7 are so important for us to hear, and know, and live into today?  Paul didn’t just write those words to the Christians living in Ephesus 2,000 years ago.  He wrote them to you and to me, living in Newberg, in Dundee, in Sherwood, in McMinnville, in Sheridan, in Lafayette, in Lake Oswego, in Tigard, in Beaverton, in St. Paul, and elsewhere …
.PPT 11 … SECOND TIMOTHY 1:7 (THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE)
7 God did not give us a spirit of timidity (cowardice, cringing fear), but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm, and of a well-balanced mind, discipline, and self-control.

Gang, when one Christian stands up for Jesus Christ, even if there are negative consequences to it, it always builds up the courage of the other Christians who see what they’ve done.  This is the way it’s always been, everywhere since the Good News of Jesus Christ began being shared and taught.  It’s true here in Newberg.  It’s true in India and in Kenya, where 2nd Streeter’s Bill Rogers and Eloise Hockett are ministering right now.  And it’s true in Nepal, where EFM Missionary Bob Adikary and his family has been sharing the gospel for nearly 20 years, and where almost 20 churches have been planted in a country where there is strong cultural, economic, and political pressure to reject Jesus Christ.  Bob is gong to be the main speaker at NWYM next month over on the GFU campus, and he’ll be teaching God’s Word here with us on Sunday, 26 July.  You won’t want to miss his teaching!  Seriously.

.PPT 12 … PROVERBS 29:25 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)
25 Fearing people is a dangerous trap [a snare that’s hard, but not impossible to get out of], but to trust the LORD means safety. [emphasis added]

If you're hiding out in fear, if you're afraid to speak up about Jesus Christ, if you're fearful about sharing the Good News of the Gospel, then you’re experiencing what King Solomon wrote about in PROVERB 29:25 … it’s happening to you … you're caught in a snare.  But when we courageously speak up for Jesus Christ, not only will the name of Jesus be exalted, but history has shown that when we take this step of faith, that others will follow our example.  Remember what the Apostle Paul wrote while he was in jail, to the Christians living in the city of Philippi?

.PPT 13 … PHILIPPIANS 1:14 (PARAPHRASE)
14 I am in chains.  But because of this price I’m paying for having the courage to talk openly about Jesus Christ, many other Christians have begun fearlessly speaking the word of God.

.PPT 14 … JOHN 20:19-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came [in] and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side.  The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

From v. 19, it seems like Jesus walked through a locked door, and just showed up with His disciples.  But no matter how Jesus got into the room, just like what happened earlier that day when Mary Magdalene didn’t recognize Jesus when she first saw Him (she thought He was the “gardener”), the disciples gathered in this locked room didn’t recognize that it was Jesus Christ when He first showed up.  Why is that?

Everyone in the room was filled with fear and anxiety.  But when they heard Jesus say, “Peace be with you.” their eyes opened up.  And after Jesus showed them His cross-wounded hands and side, we read that then they saw the Lord.  Most of the disciples turned their backs on Jesus when He was arrested … and I have a suspicion that they were expecting Jesus to offer them words of rebuke or blame.  But instead, Jesus offered sweet, reconciling peace.  “Peace be with you.”  How good it must have been to hear Jesus speak these words to them!

What about you?  Like the song Ken shared with us this morning, are you seeing Jesus, and what He is doing in the day-to-day stuff of life, and then responding to His invitation to join Him in what He’s up to?

Two Sundays ago we looked at REVELATION 5:6 and saw that Jesus retains His wounds from the crucifixion to this day.  On that Sunday, and then a couple of times since then, several people asked me if the same will be true for us when we enter into eternal life with our glorified bodies.  That’s a good question, and one that the Bible addresses specifically, but not clearly.  You gotta love that!

.PPT 15 … FIRST CORINTHIANS 15:40 (PARAPHRASED)

40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies; but the glory of the heavenly is imperishable, and the glory of the earthly is perishable.

Our glorified bodies, the ones we will have for eternity will be imperishable, powerful, and spiritual.  In a sermon the Apostle Peter gave in Acts 3:21, he referred to heaven being the place where we’ll experience the restoration of all things.  I believe that our glorified, imperishable, heavenly bodies will be just like God would have created us in perfection if we lived in the Garden of Eden before sin.  So while I believe that in heaven, you and I will look much the same as we do now, we won’t have the defects we were born with, or the physical challenges and deficits we’ve ended up with since we were born … no more bad teeth, bum knees, diseases, or all the other problems sin has brought into the world.  

“But pastor Gregg, if that’s the case, then why does Jesus have to retain His wounds?”  Friends, our brokenness is the result of sin … our sin, the sin of others, and the fact that we live in a sin-soaked world.  But the brokenness Jesus experienced in His scourging, in His crucifixion, and in His side being pierced with the sword, happened so that sin could be paid for and defeated … so that you and I could have our sins forgiven, and move from living lives of fear (separated from God) to living lives of peace (united with God).

.PPT 16 … FIRST PETER 2:24 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
24 and He Himself [Jesus Christ] bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

Friends, if it weren’t for the wounds of Jesus Christ, you and I would never be able to be put back together and healed.  Mark tells us in his Gospel account that besides showing His disciples His hands and side, when Jesus came into this room, He also rebuked them for their unbelief.

.PPT 17 … MARK 16:14 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)
14 Later Jesus showed Himself to the eleven apostles while they were eating, and He criticized them because they had no faith.  They were stubborn and refused to believe those who had seen Him after He had risen from the dead.

So Jesus got in His disciples’ faces, for their unbelief.  I mean, after all, they’d been with Him from the beginning.  They'd watched Him perform miracles, do healings, and even raise people from the dead.  They'd heard Jesus say over and over again that He would rise from the dead.  And yet now that the day was here, they wouldn't believe it when even their closest friends testified to them that it had happened.  And the same is true for us today, isn’t it?  We have all kinds of reasons for our lack of belief, for our lack of faith, and for our unwillingness to follow Jesus past the place where it’s comfortable, don’t we?  We live in a culture that tells us it's only weak, mentally deficient people who need a crutch like God.

Dr. Jonas Salk pioneered polio research and discovered the first vaccine for polio.  But as right as Dr. Salk was, he had a legion of critics who brutalized him before he actually discovered the vaccine.  And in the midst of an unusually harsh time of criticism and rejection, Dr. Salk made a very interesting observation about the nature of criticism, which holds true for any person who is calling others to believe in something as new, as revolutionary, and as life-changing as Jesus Christ …

.PPT 18 …
“First, people will tell you that you are wrong.  Then they will tell you that you are right, but what you're doing really isn't important.  Finally, they will admit that you are right and that what you are doing is very important; but after all, they knew it all the time.”

When we’re going through hard times, some of us have come to the conclusion that if we don't like what God is doing in our lives, or allowing in our lives, then we just aren't going to believe in Him anymore.  But the problem with this kind of unbelief and thinking, is that it leads us to assume that we know as much, or more, about the circumstances of our lives than God does … and that wE, NOT GOD, know what's really best.  And this brings us to another FAITH LESSON this morning …

.PPT 19 … FAITH LESSON …

Just like Jesus responded to His disciples’ unbelief 2,000 years ago, He is serious about our unbelief today.  Unbelief keeps us from connecting with God and receiving the promises, provisions, and blessings God has for us.

Have you been allowing your unbelief to keep you from the fullness that God has for your life?  Sometimes we need to cry out like the little boy's father in MARK 9:24 and say through our tears of surrender, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief.”

Earlier this morning I told you that the first result of sin is always fear and hiding.  Turn with me in your Bibles to GENESIS 3.  You might remember the story going on here.  The serpent has tempted Eve to eat from the one tree God told her and Adam that they couldn’t eat from.  And after Eve gave into the temptation, she ate the fruit, and then invited Adam to join her.  Sin loves company, right?  Well let’s pick up the story in GENESIS 3:7 …

.PPT 20-21 … GENESIS 3:7-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.

8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

9 Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”

10 He said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.”

11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”

12 The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate.”

13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

The fig tree.  It’s a plant, it’s lingerie?  It’s a plant, it’s lingerie?  It’s a plant, it’s lingerie?  Okay, it’s both.  Fear is always the first result of sin in our lives.  And running away from God, and hiding from God is always the first result of fear.  And you know as well as I do, that neither of these two responses, fear, and running away from God, or hiding from God, are never the right answers … and these choices will never take us to where we think we want to go.

Listen to me … if you’re here this morning and you’re bound by fear over some issue in your life, it’s because you’ve moved further away from God, not closer to Him.  If you’re trying to hide from God and from others – hiding the real you, the wounded you, the hurting you, there are only three possible options:  FIRST, your hiding is the result of sin you’ve chosen.  Or SECOND, your hiding is the result of the sinful choices of others towards you.  Or THIRD, your hiding is because we live in a world that’s busted up and wounded by sinfulness.  But no matter which of these reasons is causing your fear, and your movement away from God, the answer is always the same … move back closer to God.

Let God be your Redeemer, your Protector, your Healer, and the One you allow access to the deepest, most wounded parts of who you are, so that He can begin to do His word of restoration and redemption in you, putting the broken parts of your life back together – healing the sick and bruised parts, and bringing into your heart, into your mind, into your words, into your actions, and into your priorities, the character of Jesus Christ so that you can begin to consistently live out the will of God in the day-to-day choices of your life.

And if you want to know more about how this process of healing discipleship happens, and how this lifestyle of dependent trust with God is cultivated and built, then you need to check out Newberg Community Celebrate Recovery.  There’s information about Celebrate Recovery on the 2nd Street website, and on the table to the left of the coffee tables.  And so if God is speaking to you about this, I encourage you to talk with the person at the Celebrate Recovery table this morning.

In v. 19 Jesus said to His disciples, “Peace be with you.”  And now in v. 21 He says the same thing again …

.PPT 22 … JOHN 20:21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”

If this is just a greeting from Jesus, why does He repeat Himself?  There’s no record of Jesus ever saying this phrase “Peace be with you” to anyone as a greeting until after His resurrection … but now that He’s risen from the dead, we find Him saying it three times … in JOHN 20:19, 21, 26 and in a parallel passage in LUKE 24:36.  And I see another FAITH LESSON for us here this morning …

.PPT 23 … FAITH LESSON …

Jesus Christ wants you and me to have His peace.  His disciples are filled with fear.  They’re afraid of the Jewish Religious Leaders who planned Jesus’ arrest, scouring, and crucifixion.  And they're probably even afraid of Jesus right now too.

And yet when He meets the people He’s spent the last 36 months with, His first words aren’t “Hi!” or “Hey, it’s Me!”  They’re “Peace be with you.”  Jesus desperately wants them … and you and me … to move past fear, and experience His peace.
The word “peace” is one of the most repeated words in the Bible.  In the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD translation of the Bible it’s found in various forms, most usually, like it is here, as an invitation to enter into it … 340 times from Genesis to Revelation.  And so if there’s one word, that defines one reality of God that He wants us to connect with, tap into, get a hold of, and experience in our time of worship together this morning, it’s the word peace.  
Gang, peace comes when we’re trusting god.  It comes first, along with grace, when we confess our sins to God and allow His forgiveness to come into our hearts and minds.  And it comes second, when we ask God to shape our worries into prayers, and as we turn our anxious thoughts over to God throughout each day.  To the woman who came and washed Jesus’ feet with her tears, Jesus said …

.PPT 24 … LUKE 7:50 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

And to the woman who had been bleeding for twelve years, and who finally pushed her way through the crowd, touched the hem of Jesus' cloak, and was healed, He said …

.PPT 25 … LUKE 8:48 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

48 “Daughter, your faith has made you well.  Go in peace.”

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians living in Rome …

.PPT 26 … ROMANS 15:13 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

13 So I pray that God, who gives you hope, will keep you happy and full of peace as you believe in Him.  May you overflow with hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.

And I love what the Apostle Peter writes about this in his first letter …

.PPT 27 … FIRST PETER 5:7 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

7 Give all your worries and cares [your anxieties and your fears] to God, for He cares about what happens to you. [emphasis added]

Friends, we really can trust Jesus.  This morning, I invite you to press further into Him, and deepen your relationship of dependent trust with Him.  Or enter into it for the first time, if you’ve not surrendered your life to Him yet.  Exchange your sin for His forgiveness and peace.  Exchange your anxieties, your fears, and your worries for His peace that’s beyond all understanding.

Because it’s out of this place of peace with God that we’re then “sent out” into the world, equipped, prepared, and empowered to be the hands, the feet, the eyes, the ears, the voice, and the presence of Jesus Christ in a world that’s looking for Him, and that’s lost without Him.

ILLUSTRATION … We all know that part of “growing up” is leaving the nest.  A mother bird doesn't lay an egg, sit on it, hatch it, and then feed her babies with the intention that they’ll live in the nest forever.  Tell that to your teenagers and watch their eyes roll!  There comes a time when birds have to get out and fly!
Likewise, as followers of Jesus Christ, it isn't all about coming to church and having someone take care of you all the time, just feeding you, feeding you, and feeding you some more.  There comes a time when God’s plan for you is that you’re mature enough, and strong enough, so that you’ll be able to be sent out by the Lord.  Some people think it's the pastor's job to do all the “Christian ministry stuff” while they just on the sidelines and watch.  But nothing could be further from the truth.

.PPT 28 … EPHESIANS 4:11-12 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

11-12 He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.  Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.

My job is to teach God’s WORD, to train you and equip you, so you can be healed from your fear, your anxiety, and your worry, and sent out in God’s forgiveness, His grace, and His peace, and be used by Him to turn the world upside down (ACTS 17:6).
.PPT 29 … NEXT SUNDAY … JOHN 20:22-31 … COME PRAYING & EXPECTING!
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